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Abstract

Nationalism prioritizes national interest which is essential to the functioning of democratic
socicties. Globalization represents universalism and envisages global or supra national bloc
where a common set of laws will ensure prosperity of global trade. But, Globalizations
resulted in reduction of state power and in some instances the traditional economies with its
own modes of employment were adversely affected leading to economic disparities and a
sense of insecurity within societies. The declining capacity of the state to provide social and
economic security for its citizens and a threat perception of exposure to foreign cultures has
led to the fundamentalist reactions in the form of aggressive nationalism. Although
‘nationality’ is commonly comprehended as a derivative of ‘nation’, it can be described as an
ethnic or cultural minority within a nation representing the majority ethno cultural group. The
relationship between globalization and nationalism is somewhat similar to that between
nationalism and nationalities within a state or nation. Understanding the aspirations and
expectations of minority ethnic groups and communitics can go a long way to mitigating the
politics of assertion of nationalities within the nation. Similarly, accommodating the
principles of co existence without compromising on national aspirations and expectations 1s
necessary for globalization to prosper and co exist with nationalism. Effective gO\'ernanéc
can destroy the seeds of discontent and prevent the sprouting of fervent fundamcmalisx'n ‘m
the garb of nationalism and prevent secessionist tendencies of the diverse nationalities within
India.
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